University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiSur

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

7-28-1992

Venezuela: Update On Political Crisis
Erika Harding

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur
Recommended Citation
Harding, Erika. "Venezuela: Update On Political Crisis." (1992). https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur/9800

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiSur by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 060333
ISSN: 1060-4189

Venezuela: Update On Political Crisis
by Erika Harding
Category/Department: General
Published: Tuesday, July 28, 1992
July 8: In a televised message, about 100 business leaders, intellectuals, opposition party politicians,
dissident members of the ruling Democratic Action (Accion Democratica-AD) party, and retired
military personnel called for the resignation of President Carlos Andres Perez, described as "a
peaceful and democratic solution to the crisis." (See also NotiSur 07/07/92 for recent coverage of
political crisis and related violence.) The group included politician, writer and government critic
Arturo Uslar Pietri; founder and former president of the main opposition party COPEI (Comite de
Organizacion Politica Electoral Independiente-COPEI), Rafael Caldera; business leader Ciro Anez;
former AD member and congressional leader Luis Raul Matos Azocar; and, retired Gen. Alberto
Muller Rojas. Archbishop Baltazar Porras, spokesperson for the Venezuelan Bishops Conference,
said the lack of popular participation is the cause of the nation's "crisis of democracy." Porras
was apparently responding to the Pro Venezuela business organization's proposal for nationwide
concertacion (participation by diverse social groups aimed at achieving compromise and consensus)
as a means of resolving the ongoing political crisis. COPEI spokesperson Hilarion Cardozo said the
party would not support initiatives by members of congress to remove Perez from office. According
to Cardozo, the COPEI would prefer a referendum on proposed legislation to organize presidential
and congressional elections before December 1993. In response to Cardozo's announcement, AD
congressional leader Henry Ramos Allup referred to the proposal for moving up the election date
as "coherent," but criticized COPEI for having "supported one proposal one day and another
the next." Asked about the referendum, Defense Minister Gen. Ivan Jimenez said, "the armed
forces support the constitution and the law." July 10: Caldera reiterated support for a "negotiated
end" to Perez's term as a first step in resolving the crisis. Perez, he said, would be involved in
selecting a successor. Political analysts say Caldera's support for a negotiated solution is based on
the likelihood that he will not be the COPEI candidate in the 1993 elections. Deputy Hector Perez
Marcano of the Movement toward Socialism party (Movimiento al Socialismo-MAS) said a rightist
coup is possible, result of armed forces reunification following fragmentation in the wake of the
February coup attempt. July 11: During a press conference in Caracas, Attorney General Ramon
Escovar Salom added his support for a proposal to call elections for a constituent assembly. He
said the assembly would be charged with reforming the constitution, as well as redesign of the
country's political system. According to Escovar, the assembly should be a small body and current
members of congress prohibited from participating. Escovar Salom made several recommendations
to future members of a constituent assembly. For instance, Central Bank authorities should be
elected rather than appointed. The attorney general is opposed to the creation of a prime minister
post, described as a "useless intermediary." Instead, he suggested that a vice president be elected
simultaneously with the president. Escovar Salom also expressed opposition to establishing a legal
"ombudsman" or public defender. He said such functions are already assigned to the attorney
general's office. Finally, Escovar Salom asserted that "none of the proposals for reducing the term
or removing the president from office are incompatible with the idea of a national constituent
assembly." Responding to rumors of a new coup attempt, President Perez reiterated his support
for the armed forces and declared that the failure of the February coup was proof of the military's
"complete loyalty to democracy." Defense Minister Jimenez said the military "was planning no such
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thing...I do not see how a coup could be planned here, unless it is being orchestrated by persons
who have nothing to do with our armed forces or government." July 12: According to a report on
the current political crisis by the Venezuelan Bishops Conference, the president, political parties
and the congress are not supported by the citizenry because all three have ignored the necessity
of popular participation in decision-making on important issues. Next, the report criticized the
judicial system for special treatment of economically and politically powerful individuals and
institutions. Government security forces were also criticized for failing to defend and respect
citizens, opting instead for abusive practices. The bishops condemned the use of violence by
students and government security forces during recent student protests. Finally, the report pointed
out to government officials that none of the reform proposals will prove adequate to end the crisis
if the existing system of power and privilege is perpetuated. July 13: Angel Zambrano, Central
Information Office director (a cabinet-level post), told reporters that results of a recent survey
show that 64% of Venezuelans want Perez to remain in office, while 33% expressed preference
for his resignation. The survey was conducted by the Gaither company. Results of recent opinion
polls carried out by other companies showed support for Perez at 30% or less. Around two-thirds
of respondents indicated preference for the president's resignation or reduction of his term. In
statements to reporters, AD leaders said the party planned to request that Perez not leave the
country to attend the Ibero-American summit in Madrid. Perez's last trip abroad occurred prior to
the Feb. 4 attempted coup. About 500 people marched in the La Vega district of Caracas to protest
potable water shortages. About 12 people were reported injured or arrested. July 14: The congress
commenced discussion of proposals to reform the constitution and political system, including
convocation of a consituent assembly, and a constitutional amendment to organize a referendum for
a one-time recall of public officials in order to remove Perez from office. These and other reforms
would be contingent upon approval by voters in a series of popular referendums. July 15: AD party
president Humberto Celli told reporters that Venezuela's international image is damaged when
the Senate denies permission for the president to travel abroad. However, he added, "current
conditions" made Perez's presence at home necessary. COPEI spokesperson Gustavo Tarre said his
party would also oppose the president's request to travel to Madrid. The AD and COPEI account
for 44 of 49 Senate seats. Senate approval is mandatory for the chief executive's trips abroad. July
16: The Senate voted unanimously against Perez's trip to Madrid, marking the first time in 34 years
that a president was denied permission to leave the country. Perez voluntarily decided not to
participate in Amazon region and anti-drug summits in February, and cancelled plans to participate
in the UN Conference on Environment and Development (Earth Summit) in June. July 21: The
Chamber of Deputies voted 104 to 95 to reject a COPEI-sponsored initiative for a constitutional
amendment permitting recall of public officials. July 23: The Chamber of Deputies voted in favor
of a constituent assembly. AD, COPEI, and center-right independents approved the measure.
Deputies pertaining to MAS, Causa R and six other parties refused to vote on the measure, and
staged a walkout. Elections for the constituent assembly are contingent upon approval in a popular
referendum, tentatively scheduled for October. Under terms the current constitution, referendum
sponsors must first obtain the support of at least 5% of registered voters. Assuming that voters
eventually approve the formation of a constituent assembly through referendum, the Supreme
Electoral Council (CSE) would organize the election of 100 assembly members. Legislators and
government officials who wish to run for election to assembly must resign their posts within 15 days
of the CSE's announcement of election date and procedures. The assembly elections would likely
take place in December, or simultaneous with currently scheduled municipal and gubernatorial
elections. Assembly members would serve for one year. The draft draft prepared by the constituent
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assembly would be subject to approval by the electorate through referendum. In Caracas, thousands
of residents marched through the streets at dusk, pounding on pots, blowing whistles and shouting
anti-government slogans. Hugo Chavez, jailed leader of the February coup attempt, issued a call for
the demonstration. (Sources: Associated Press, 07/16/92, 07/18/92; Agence France-Presse, 07/08/92,
07/11-16/92, 07/22/92; Inter Press Service, 07/11/92, 07/22/92; Notimex, 07/22/92, 07/23/92; Spanish
news service EFE, 07/10/92, 07/12/92, 07/13/92, 07/15/92, 07/16/92, 07/23/92)
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